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Kleist – what’s he 

got to do with us?

Life, love and  
happiness in a  
town on the Oder 

26 March 
– 16 July 
2023
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Curators:
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Creative contributors:
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Stiftung Kleist-Museum
Faberstraße 6-7, 15230 Frankfurt (Oder)
www.kleist-museum.de
Tel.: +49 335-38 72 21-0
Email: info@kleist-museum.de

Opening hours:
Tuesday to Sunday, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Entry to Kleist Museum  
(including permanent exhibition):  
7 Euro; concessions: 4 Euro  
Free entry for all under-18s, and for all visitors on the 
third Sunday of every month

Made possible with the support from: 
kulturweit-Tandem project of the German  
Commission for UNESCO
Jewish Community of Frankfurt (Oder)
Słubfurt e. V.
Municipal archive of Frankfurt (Oder)
Municipal Museum Viadrina, Frankfurt (Oder) 
Volkshochschule Frankfurt (Oder)

Funded by



Programme of events
* = free entry

26 March, 3:00 pm

*Opening event: Take a tour of the exhibition with the 
curators, have yourself immortalised in a portrait, 
and enjoy free drinks (German)

15 April, 11:00 am–1:00 pm

Walking tour with Hans-Jürgen Rehfeld:
Kleist in Frankfurt (German)

18 April, 6:00 pm

*Film screening: DAS ZELIG. A documentary by Tanja 
Cummings (German)

22 April, 11:00 am–3:00 pm

*Comic workshop I with Burcu Türker: 
Love and Happiness (German and English)

2 May, 6:00 pm

Reading by comic artists Ilknur Koçer and 
Burcu Türker (German)

12 May, 4:00–7:00 pm

*Tour the exhibition and explore Frankfurt with cura-
tor Adrian Robanus: Kleist – what’s he got to do with 
us? (German and English)

13 May, 3:00–6:00 pm

*Workshop: What makes us happy? A journey from 
Kleist to ourselves, with Uta Kurzwelly (German)

26 May, 5:00 pm

*Concert featuring Nabil Arbaain on the Arabic lute

30 May, 5:00 pm

Salon Kleist: Jewish life in Prussia. Frankfurt an der 
Oder around 1800, with Markus Nesselrodt (German)

3 June, 11:00 am–3:00 pm

*Comic workshop II with Ilknur Koçer: Life 
(German and English)

24 June, 11:00 am–1:00 pm

Walking tour: Discovering Frankfurt’s historical Jewish 
community, with Matthias Diefenbach (German)

27 June, 5:00 pm

Salon Kleist: ‘Lehrjahre’: life plans and paths in litera-
ture around 1800, with Adrian Robanus (German)

1 July, 5:00 pm

Reading by comic artist Karolina Chyżewska (German) 

16 July, 3:00 pm

*Closing event

Guided tours of the 
exhibition*
In German: 10 April, 3:00 pm; 18 April, 5:00 pm; 2 May, 
5:00 pm; 29 May, 3:00 pm; 30 May, 4:00 pm; 11 June, 
1:00 pm; 27 June, 4:00 pm
In Polish: 31 March, 4:30 pm; 2 June, 4:30 pm
In Ukrainian: 28 April, 4:30 pm; 30 June, 4:30 pm

Please ask us if you would like a tour in another  
language (English, Russian, Arabic, Farsi).

Groups can book tours covering both the  
Kleist Museum and the Municipal Museum Viadrina. 
Please email us for further information: 
 fuehrungen@kleist-museum.de.

What does happiness mean to us? How can we find 
love? How do we want to live? These are big questions 
for anyone– and they were just as relevant to Hein-
rich von Kleist, in his student days in Frankfurt (Oder) 
around 1800, as they are to us in our day. The exhibiti-
on starts with his search for a ‘life plan’. 

An original letter written by Kleist’s former fiancée, Wil-
helmine von Zenge, encourages us to switch perspec-
tives. What was her idea of the perfect life partner? 
What did society expect of men and women in relati-
onships in Kleist’s times, and how did these expecta-
tions differ? 

Kleist’s Frankfurt was home to a broad community of 
people, beyond his circles of Prussian nobles. Join us 
as we explore the diversity that made the town what 
it was, back then. What do we know about historical 
Jewish, Polish and Huguenot lifeworlds in Frankfurt? 
As a venue for trade fairs, does the town bear traces of 
early colonialism? 

Come with us back out of the past and into the here 
and now. Let our contributing artists widen your ho-
rizons with their critical views on life, love and happi-
ness, encapsulated in photography, comic strips, and 
spoken word poems. And listen to the voices of Frank-
furt’s modern-day residents, who have shared their 
thoughts with us. 

Interactive exhibits and a wide-ranging programme of 
events give you the chance to make your mark on our 
exhibition. Tell us your own formula for happiness, wri-
te a letter about love to yourself or someone else, and 
create your own comic strips in our workshops.




